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his successor was Sir William Mansfield (Lord Sandhurst), who
has been mentioned in the previous chapters VIII. and XII.
as an eminent commander and military administrator. The
Military Secretary to the Government was Colonel (now Sir
Henry) Norman, a very able and distinguished officer who
had served as Adjutant-General during the siege of Delhi
and the Oudh campaign. He enjoyed the entire confidence
of Colin Campbell, Lord Clyde, an'd now had great weight
with John Lawrence in all military affairs; indeed there was
none whose advice was valued more than his.

John Lawrence then considered the questions relating to the
localities where the head-quarters of the Government of India
might be best established. He knew that an idea was set afloat
in those days to the effect that Calcutta was out of date as a
capital, and the head-quarters of the Government of India
might well be fixed elsewhere. Indeed he told me that during
his farewell interview with the Prime Minister (Lord Palmer-
ston) before departing from England, allusion was made to this
topic. But manifestly to move the local habitation of a vast
establishment like that of the Government of India would in-
volve an enormous expense; and he failed to see that the change
would produce any corresponding benefit. On the contrary he
thought that any change of this sort woold be for the worse.
Calcutta had in his judgment unequalled advantages as the
head-quarters of the Supreme Government of India. Though
it may be called a sea-port, yet it has a position defended by
nature against hostile attacks from the sea. Its situation nearly
a hundred miles inland can be approached only by navigating
the intricate and dangerous channels of the Eughli river, for
which skilled pilots are-necessary; the passage of an enemy
can be thus barred with but slight expense. The trade is
already very great, and seems likely to grow as much as that
of any other place in India. The wealth and populousness
of the surrounding territory are unrivalled; and the disposi-
tion of the inhabitants. is wonderfully peaceful and quiet.
While half of India was disturbed during 1857, demanding
immense sacrifices yet yielding no revenue, Bengal was for the